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foreword

Australian Fisheries Statistics is designed to meet the needs of the fi shing industry and fi sheries 
managers, policy makers and researchers. ABARE has published detailed production and 
trade data in this series since 1991. The estimates of the gross value of production provided in 
the report are used for a range of purposes — for example, to determine Commonwealth, state 
and territory fi sheries research funding arrangements each year.

This report contains data on the volume and value of production from state and Common-
wealth fi sheries, and on the volume and value of Australian fi sheries trade, by destination, 
source and product, for the three years to 2005-06. The report also contains a profi le of 
Commonwealth and state fi sheries and state aquaculture for 2005-06, covering selected 
species, fi shing method and number of licence holders.

Australian Fisheries Statistics is part of a suite of ABARE publications that provide a compre-
hensive account of historical trends in, and the outlook for, Australian fi sheries. Australian 
Commodity Statistics provides a historical series of production and trade statistics for fi sheries 
and a range of other commodities. Australian Commodities includes forecasts for major fi sh-
eries commodities that are updated each quarter. Detailed analysis of the economic perfor-
mance of selected fi sheries is proved in the annual Australian Fisheries Surveys Report.

Phillip Glyde
Executive Director

June 2007
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enquiries

New South Wales
Laurie Derwent (wild sector)
NSW Fisheries
ph  +61 2 9527 8568
fax  +61 2 9527 8409

Janine Sakker (aquaculture)
NSW Fisheries
ph  +61 2 4916 3847 
fax  +61 2 4982 1107

Queensland
Lew Williams (wild sector)
Queensland Fisheries Service
ph  +61 7 3224 2237
fax  +61 7 3224 2805

Ross Lobegeiger (aquaculture)
Bribie Island Aquaculture Research Centre
ph  +61 7 3400 2040
fax  +61 7 3408 3535

Victoria
Mark Taylor
Victorian Department of Primary Industries
ph  +61 3 5561 9964

South Australia
Angelo Tsolos (wild sector)
South Australian Research and Development 
Institute
ph  +61 8 8207 5414
fax  +61 8 8207 5415

Louise Sturm (aquaculture)
Primary Industries Resources South Australia
ph  +61 8 8226 0397
fax  +61 8 8226 0330

enquir ies

Western Australia
Mark Cliff
Western Australian Department of Fisheries
ph  +61 8 9246 8444
fax  +61 8 9447 3062

Tasmania
Denise Garcia
Marine Resources Division
Department of Primary Industries, Water and 
Environment
ph  +61 3 6233 6462
fax  +61 3 6233 3198

Northern Territory
Steve Wilmore
Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and 
Mines
ph  +61 3 8999 2370
fax  +61 3 899 2065

Commonwealth
Thim Skousen and John Garvey
Australian Fisheries Management Authority
ph  +61 2 6225 5653 and +61 2 6225 5417
fax  +61 2 6225 5441

 

Inquiries on Commonwealth and state catch information should be directed to the respective 
coordinators of fi sheries statistics shown below.
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defi nitions and explanations
defi nitions
Aquaculture production is the liveweight quantity of product produced and marketed by 
aquaculturists.

Aquaculture value is the assessed value received by aquaculturists on the basis of an at ‘farm 
gate’ equivalent, for product marketed.

Export quantity data are supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics on the basis of the net 
product weight exported.

Export value data are supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics on the basis of free on 
board value.

Import quantity data are supplied by the Austra-
lian Bureau of Statistics on the basis of the net 
product weight imported.

Import value data are supplied by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics on the basis of product cost 
plus insurance and freight.

Production quantity is a measure of the quantity of 
fi sh product landed by fi shery, usually on the basis 
of catch records.

Production value is the assessed value at the point 
of landing for the quantity produced and excludes 
transport and marketing costs.

Products consist of fi sheries products marketed for 
human consumption plus nonedible fi sheries prod-
ucts.

Seafood is any fi sh or other aquatic plant or animal intended for human consumption; it 
excludes nonedible fi sheries products.

southern bluefi n tuna
Southern bluefi n tuna sold from aquaculture farms in South Australia is reported at its full 
market value. However, the input value of those tuna is also included as an output from the 
Commonwealth southern bluefi n tuna fi shery. To avoid double counting, the input value is 
netted out of Australian totals.

‘reals’ and rounding 
‘Real’ 2005-06 dollars refers to the conversion of nominal dollar values to take account of 
infl ation. Small discrepancies in totals are generally caused by the rounding components. A 
dash (–) is used to denote a nil or negligible amount. 

abbreviations and symbols

kg  kilogram

t  tonne

kt  kilotonne

$  dollar (Australian)

$’000  thousand dollars (Australian)

$m  million dollars (Australian)

fob  free on board

AFZ  Australian Fishing Zone

na  not available

nei   not elsewhere included
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production and trade

key features

roslyn wood

In 2005-06:

» the volume of Australian fi sheries production fell by 13 per cent to 241 000 tonnes, 
while the value of fi sheries production increased by 1 per cent to $2.13 billion

» the value of Australian exports of fi sheries products remained steady at $1.5 billion

» the value of Australian imports of fi sheries products increased by 8 per cent to $1.3 billion. 

overview
Production in Australia fi sheries has recently been affected by unfavourable movements in 
a number of important macroeconomic variables. Fishing effort and catches have been 
infl uenced by cost increases, particularly fuel prices, which have reduced profi t margins for 
operators. Many fi sheries have also been affected by reductions in total allowable catches, 
changes to access arrangements and more restrictive input controls. The appreciation of 
the Australian dollar since 2002-03 has simultaneously made exports less competitive and 
imports more attractive to consumers. 

In real terms (2005-06 dollars) the value of Australian fi sheries production has been declining 
since 1999-2000 (fi gure A). In 2005-06, the gross value of fi sheries production was $2.13 
billion, 25 per cent less than the real value in 1999-2000. Over the same period, the real 
value of Australian exports has declined by 36 per cent (fi gure B). Although the value of 
imports remained relatively unchanged, the quantity of edible imports increased by 35 per 
cent between 1999-2000 and 2005-06.
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In value, Australia’s major production species are rock lobster, prawns, abalone and tuna. 
Despite fl uctuations in value (fi gure C), on average these four species account for more than 
half of Australia’s gross value of production (55 per cent in 2005-06). 

As a large proportion of Australia’s rock lobster production is exported, prices are strongly 
infl uenced by market conditions and exchange rate movements in the major export destina-
tions (Hong Kong, China and the United States). In particular, the strength of the Australian 
dollar and the outbreak of ‘severe acute respiratory syndrome’ (SARS) in 2003 had a 
signifi cant effect on exports to Asia, with the average unit export price dropping 21 per cent 
between 2002-03 and 2003-04. Domestic prices fell accordingly and production value 
declined by $66.6 million (in real terms) to a fi ve year low of $435 million. Prices for rock 
lobster have since improved, with production value increasing by $35.7 million (in real terms) 
over the two years to 2005-06, despite a 19 per cent fall in production quantity. Contributing 
to this recovery was strong growth in export demand from China and the United States, which 
more than offset a decline in exports to Japan. 

The real gross value of production of prawns has fallen by 42 per cent since 2000-01. This 
is the result of a 23 per cent fall in production quantity and a 24 per cent fall in average 
real prices. Local producers have faced competition from imported prawns, particularly from 
Viet Nam and China. Approximately 60 per cent of Australia’s prawn production is sold on 
the domestic market, yet over the past decade the quantity of imported prawns more than 
doubled, while the price nearly halved. This has reduced the price that Australian buyers are 
willing to pay for domestic caught prawns. 

Between 2000-01 and 2003-04 the gross value of production of abalone fell by 34 per 
cent (in real terms). This was the result of a 36 per cent fall in average real prices. As is the 
case with rock lobster, a large proportion of abalone is exported, mostly to Hong Kong, 
China and Japan. The appreciation of the Australian dollar and the outbreak of SARS in 
2003 had a signifi cant affect on abalone exports to Asia, with domestic and export prices 
dropping by 24 per cent and 30 per cent respectively (in real terms) between 2001-02 
and 2003-04. The average unit price for abalone has since recovered, and as aquaculture 
operations continue to expand in Tasmania, Victoria and South Australia, new overseas 

markets are being explored.

After reaching a peak of $377 million in 
2000-01, the real value of tuna production in 
Australia more than halved over the folllowing 
fi ve years — falling by 54 per cent to $175 
million in 2005-06. Over this period, average 
unit prices fell by 41 per cent (in real terms), the 
effect of which was compounded by a 23 per 
cent fall in production quantity. Approximately 
90 per cent of Australia’s tuna production is 
exported, mostly to Japan. Prices have there-
fore been strongly affected by the appreciation 
of the Australian dollar against the Japanese 
yen, as well as increased competition from 
Mediterranean and Mexican farmed northern 
bluefi n tuna. 

0.1

0.2

2005-06

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

A$b

fig C

1997
-98

2005
-06

2003
-04

2001
-02

1999
-2000

prawns

abalone

rock lobster

tuna

real value of Australian production 
of major species

production and trade



3australian fi sheries statistics 2006

gross value of production – Australia [tables 1–17]

In 2005-06 the total volume of Australian fi sheries production fell by 37 300 tonnes, or 13 
per cent, to 241 000 tonnes. Production in the aquaculture sector rose by 7500 tonnes (16 
per cent), while production in Commonwealth and state wildcatch fi sheries fell by 9500 
tonnes (13 per cent) and 35 200 tonnes (21 per cent) respectively. 

Despite this decline, the total gross value of production increased by 1 per cent ($27.6 
million) to $2.13 billion. This increase was the result of an 18 per cent ($114 million) increase 
in the value of aquaculture production, which compensated for declining production values 
in the Commonwealth and state wildcatch sectors. The gross value of production in the 
Commonwealth sector fell from $330 million to $278 million (16 per cent), while the value of 
production from state wildcatch fi sheries fell from $1.18 billion to $1.14 billion (3 per cent). 

The increase in the gross value of production in the aquaculture sector was driven by higher 
unit prices for Tasmanian salmonids and an increase in South Australian southern bluefi n tuna 
production. In the Commonwealth sector, 
the decline in gross value of production 
was largely the result of a lower produc-
tion volume and, to a lesser extent, falling 
average unit prices. In the state wildcatch 
sector, the gross value of production fell 
proportionally less than volume because of 
a combination of factors, including changes 
in catch composition and unit price increases 
for several key species. 

In 2005-06, rock lobster remained the 
highest value individual catch, followed by 
prawns, abalone and tuna (fi gure D). Prawns 
accounted for the highest individual catch, 
by volume (10 per cent), followed by rock 
lobster (7 per cent), oysters (5 per cent) and 
tuna (5 per cent). 

production and trade
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box 1 exchange rates and unit prices 

Australian is a small producer and exporter of fi sh onto the world market, so export prices 
received by Australian producers are generally set in world markets. Other things being equal, 
a depreciating Australian dollar results in higher export prices in Australian dollar terms, while 
an appreciating Australian dollar results in lower export prices. 

In 2005-06, the Australia dollar continued to appreciate against the Japanese yen, increasing 
by 3.4 per cent, but depreciated against the US dollar, ending the year 3 per cent below the 
June 2005 quarter. These exchange rate shifts may partially explain changes in the unit value of 
fi sheries products in 2005-06. 
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gross value of production – state 
and territory fi sheries [tables 3–13]

The gross value of Australian fi sheries produc-
tion, by state and location of catch, is given in 
tables 3–6. In 2005-06, Western Australia 
had the largest gross value of production, 
accounting for 29 per cent of total state fi sheries 
production (fi gure E). Tasmania had the second 
largest gross value of production (22 per cent), 
closely followed by South Australia (also 22 
per cent).

By location of catch — where Commonwealth 
catch is distributed to the states according to 

where it was caught — Western Australia, Tasmania and South Australia accounted for 68 per 
cent of Australia’s gross value of production. 

Western Australia’s share of gross value of production has declined signifi cantly over the 
past decade, falling from 32 per cent in 1996-97 to 25 per cent in 2005-06 (fi gure F). This 

refl ects the strong growth in aquaculture produc-
tion in South Australia and Tasmania. 

New South Wales [table 7]

major species: oysters (aquaculture), prawns, 
abalone and sea mullet

The gross value of fi sheries production in New 
South Wales fell by $12.3 million to just under 
$120 million in 2005-06. The gross value of 
production in the wildcatch sector fell from 
$83.6 million in 2004-05 to $74.6 million in 
2005-06, the result of a fall in production levels 
for several key species. The value of king prawns 
fell for the second year in a row, from $13.1 
million (629 tonnes) in 2004-05 to $10 million 
(483 tonnes) in 2005-06. The value of abalone 
and sea mullet also declined, from approxi-
mately $8 million to $5 million for both species 
(production fell by 31 per cent and 33 per cent 
respectively). The decline in the production of 
abalone refl ected a reduction in the total allow-
able catch for the species. 

In 2005-06 the gross value of aquaculture 
production fell from $48.4 million to $45.0 
million, driven predominantly by a $1.8 million 
(5 per cent) fall in the value of oyster production 
and a $1.1 million (24 per cent) fall in the value 
of prawn production. 
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Victoria [table 8]

major species: abalone, rock lobster and trout (aquaculture)

The total value of fi sheries production in Victoria fell from $109.8 million in 2004-05 to 
$97.6 million in 2005-06. This decrease was mainly caused by a decrease in the value 
of wildcaught abalone from $60.1 million to $49.7 million, driven by an 18 per cent fall in 
production volume. Abalone continued to be the most valuable wildcaught species, however, 
accounting for 65 per cent of the total value of wildcaught production in 2005-06. 

The value of aquaculture production also fell by 10 per cent, from $23.9 million in 2004-05 
to $21.6 million in 2005-06. 

Queensland [table 9]

major species: prawns, prawns (aquaculture), coral trout and crabs

The gross value of fi sheries production in Queensland fell from $279 million in 2004-05 
to $257 million in 2005-06. This fall was caused by a reduction in the value of wildcaught 
production from $214 million to $190 million. In particular, declining production and prices 
in the wildcaught scallop sector resulted in a 49 per cent fall in the value in scallop produc-
tion to $8.1 million. Scallop catches are inherently variable because of environmental factors. 
Production in 2005-06 is also likely to have been affected by the rotational closure of several 
highly productive scallop grounds (DPIF 2006). Wildcaught production of crabs, prawns and 
fi nfi sh also fell in 2005-06, by $6.8 million, $4.8 million and $3.8 million respectively. This 
was caused by a number of factors, including a reduction in the number of boats targeting 
these species, environmental factors and changes to management arrangements (DPIF 
2006). 

The gross value of aquaculture production rose by 3 per cent from $64.5 million in 2004-05 
to $66.1 million in 2005-06. 

Western Australia [table 10]

major species: rock lobster, pearls (aquaculture), prawns and abalone

The gross value of fi sheries production in Western Australia fell slightly in 2005-06, from 
$543 million in 2004-05 to $542 million. In the wildcaught sector, higher prices for rock 
lobster resulted in the gross value of production for the species rising by $27.4 million (10 
per cent) to $292 million. However, the effect of this increase on total production value for 
Western Australia was largely offset by a $14.3 million (61 per cent) fall in the value of 
scallop production, which dropped to $9.3 million. This was the result of a 60 per cent fall in 
production volume, which was most likely the result of biological and/or environmental factors 
(Western Australian Department of Fisheries 2006). 

The total value of aquaculture production remained relatively unchanged in 2005-06, at 
$128 million. 

production and trade



6 australian fi sheries statistics 2006

South Australia [table 11]

major species: southern bluefi n tuna (aquaculture), rock lobster, prawns, abalone and 
oysters (aquaculture)

The gross value of fi sheries production in South Australia rose by $37.6 million to $407 million 
in 2005-06. Despite a $7.2 million decline in the production value of Australian sardines, the 
value of the wildcatch sector increased by $9.7 million, largely through higher rock lobster 
prices driving production value up by $15.1 million to $81.2 million. 

After falling by $92.3 million in 2004-05, the value of aquaculture production rose again 
in 2005-06, by $27.9 million to $215 million, driven mainly by an increase in the value of 
southern bluefi n tuna and oyster production. 

The majority of southern bluefi n tuna caught in Australia is captured by Commonwealth boats 
that net juvenile fi sh in the Great Australian Bight and tow them to aquaculture farms off Port 
Lincoln in South Australian for fattening. Almost 100 per cent of the farmed tuna is exported 
to Japan. In recent years, exchange rate movements and competition from farmed northern 
bluefi n tuna in the Mediterranean and Mexico have reduced the price received by Australian 
producers in the Japanese market. The value of southern bluefi n tuna from South Australia 
aquaculture farms fell from $267 million in 2002-03 to $140 million in 2004-05. The value 
of the industry production recovered slightly in 2005-06 (to $156 million); however, given 
that prices continued to decline, the outcome refl ected an increase in production from 7458 
tonnes in 2004-05 to 8806 tonnes in 2005-06. 

Tasmania [table 12]

major species: salmonids (aquaculture), abalone and rock lobster

The gross value of production from Tasmanian fi sheries rose by $93 million to $417 million in 
2005-06. Although the volume of production from the wildcatch sector fell by 19 per cent, 
the gross value of production increased by $3.2 million, refl ecting an increase in the unit price 
of rock lobster. 

A 57 per cent ($89.8 million) increase in the value of aquaculture production in Tasmania 
was the principal contributor to the increase in gross value of fi sheries production in 2005-
06. The unit price of salmonids, which account for more than three-quarters of the value of 
Tasmanian aquaculture production, rose by 30 per cent in 2005-06. When combined with 
a 27 per cent increase in production, this resulted in an $86.9 million increase in produc-
tion value. The increase in the Tasmanian salmonid price was driven by higher world prices 
for salmon in 2005 and 2006. Contributing to this was stronger world demand for farmed 
salmon products.

Northern Territory [table 13]

major species: crabs, mackerel, gold band snapper and barramundi

The gross value of fi sheries production in the Northern Territory fell from $57.6 million in 
2004-05 to $51.7 million in 2005-06. This was mainly caused by a 59 per cent drop in the 
unit price of shark, which resulted in a $6 million fall in the value of wildcaught shark.

The value of aquaculture production rose by $1.2 million in 2005-06 to $26 million. 

production and trade
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gross value of production – Commonwealth fi sheries [table 14]

The real value of production from Commonwealth fi sheries has been falling since 2000-01 
(fi gure G). In 2005-06, the value of production from Commonwealth fi sheries fell a further 
16 per cent to $278 million. This decline was mainly to the result of a 13 per cent fall in the 
volume of production to around 63 000 tonnes. 

The northern prawn fi shery continued to be Australia’s most valuable Commonwealth 
managed fi shery in 2005-06. The gross value of production increased by nearly $8 million 
to $72.8 million, while the total volume of production increased by 5 per cent to 5400 
tonnes. 

Despite a fall in both the value and volume of production, the southern and eastern scal-
efi sh and shark fi shery’s Commonwealth trawl sector (formerly the south east trawl fi shery) 
remained the next most valuable fi shery, at $43.6 million in 2005-06. The value and volume 
of production fell by 26 per cent and 20 per cent respectively. Contributing to the fall in 
production volume was the reduction in total 
allowable catches for several key species (for 
example, orange roughy and blue grenadier). 

In the eastern tuna and billfi sh fi shery the gross 
value of production fell from $42.5 million in 
2004-05 to $28.7 million in 2005-06. This 
decline was largely the result of decreased 
catches of the major higher valued species 
(yellowfi n tuna, bigeye tuna and billfi sh) and a 
shift toward lower cost and lower value species 
such as albacore. 

In 2005-06, production also fell in most of the 
Commonwealth’s other major fi sheries, including 
the Torres Strait prawn fi shery (9 per cent), the 
gillnet hook and trap sector (11 per cent) and 
Great Australian Bight sector (14 per cent) of 
the southern and eastern scalefi sh and shark 
fi shery, the southern bluefi n tuna fi shery (4 per 
cent), the western tuna and billfi sh fi shery (3 per cent) and the Bass Strait central zone scallop 
fi shery (50 per cent). In many of these fi sheries the effect of lower catch levels on gross value 
of production was compounded by declining unit prices for key species. 

gross value of production – aquaculture [tables 15–17]

After declining for several years, the gross value of Australian aquaculture production 
increased by 18 per cent in 2005-06 to $748 million (fi gure H). This was driven by an 
increase in the value of fi nfi sh aquaculture, which rose from $315 million in 2004-05 to $451 
million in 2005-06. In particular, a higher unit price resulted in the value of Tasmanian salmon 
production increasing by $86.9 million (65 per cent) to $221 million. Despite a small price 
drop, increased production also resulted in the value of South Australian southern bluefi n tuna 
output increasing by $15.8 million (11 per cent) to $156 million. 
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Tasmania

fi shery species method number

abalone blacklip and greenlip diving 123 diving
 abalone

rock lobster southern rock lobster pots 312 licence holders

giant crab giant crab pots 92 licence holders

scallop commercial dredging 83 licence holders  
 doughboy
 queen

scalefi sh various netting/ hooks 576 licence holders

aquaculture Atlantic salmon cage culture farming 44 licence holders
 Pacifi c oysters rack and stick 116 licence holders
 mussels longlines 34 licence holders
 rainbow trout sea cages 19 licence holders
 scallops  16 licence holders
 abalone  sea cages and land based  41 licence holders
  tanks

Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; ABARE.

Northern Territory

fi shery species method number

coastal fi nfi sh and bait line, net and trap 72 licence holders

offshore mackerel, shark and trolling, hand and longline 108 licence holders
 reef net, trap and trawling

barramundi barramundi and gillnet 24 licence holders
 threadfi n

mud crab mud crab crab pots 49 licence hoders

other molluscs, oyster, hand harvest, jigging 33 licence holders
 trepang, squid and a variety of other
 and aquarium methods

aquaculture pearls  7 licence holders
 prawns  9 licence holders
 barramundi  6 licence holders

Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries; ABARE.

profi le
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Aquaculture continues to be an important component of Australian fi sheries production. 
Between 1996-97 and 2005-06, aquaculture’s share of the total value of Australian fi sheries 
production grew from 25 per cent in to 35 per cent in (fi gure I).

Historically, salmonids (salmon and trout), tuna and pearl oysters have been the most valu-
able aquaculture species. In 2005-06 they accounted for 67 per cent of the gross value of 
aquaculture production (30 per cent, 21 per cent and 16 per cent respectively). In recent 
years, however, barramundi and abalone have also become valuable aquaculture industries. 
Between 2000-01 and 2005-06, production of barramundi more than doubled, increasing 
from 898 tonnes to 2075 tonnes. Over the same period, value increased by 77 per cent in 
real terms to $17.2 million. The majority of this production is based in Queensland, although 
New South Wales has also increased its production capacity over the past fi ve years. Simi-
larly, aquacultural production of abalone continues to expand in Tasmania, Victoria and South 
Australia. In 2005-06 the combined value of production from these three states was worth 
nearly $20 million. 

 value of Australian exports of 
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exports of fi sheries products [tables 18–28]

The total value of Australian exports of fi shery products increased by $5.3 million in 2005-06, 
to $1.55 billion (table 18). Rock lobster remained Australia’s most valuable fi sheries export 
product, followed by pearls, abalone and tuna (fi gure J). 

In real terms, the value of Australian exports fell by 38 per cent between 2000-01 and 2005-
06 (fi gure K). The main factors contributing to this decline were a 19 per cent fall in the volume 
of edible exports and falling unit prices for major export species; in particular, rock lobster, 
prawns, abalone and tuna. The decline in unit prices is the result, in part, of a strong apprecia-
tion of the Australian dollar against the US dollar and the Japanese yen over this period. 

export value, by commodity  [table 18]

In 2005-06, Australia’s total exports of fi sheries products were valued at $1.55 billion. 
Approximately 80 per cent of this value was derived from edible fi sheries products, such as 
fi nfi sh, crustaceans and molluscs. The remaining 20 per cent was from nonedible products, 
such as pearls, fi sh meal and marine fats and oils. 

The most valuable edible fi sheries export products in 2005-06 were rock lobster ($489 
million), abalone ($246 million), tuna ($177 million) and prawns ($134 million) (table 18). 

The value of nonedible exports rose by $3.9 million to $309.6 million in 2005-06. This was 
despite a $1.5 million fall in the value of pearl exports, which accounted for 93 per cent of 
the value of nonedible exports. 

value of exports of edible fi nfi sh [table 19]

The export value of edible fi sh fell by 3 per cent in 2005-06 to $295 million. This was mainly 
driven by a fall in the value of other whole fi sh (fresh, chilled or frozen) and dried, salted and 
smoked fi sh, which fell by 35 per cent and 32 per cent respectively.

Tuna dominates the export of fi nfi sh products, accounting for 61 per cent of export value in 
2005-06 (table 19). In 2005-06, the value of tuna exports increased by $13.7 million, or 
8 per cent, to $179 million. In particular, southern bluefi n tuna exports increased from $140 
million in 2004-05 to $156 million in 2005-06 (fresh and frozen exports rose by $6.2 million 
and $9.7 million respectively). This rise in value largely refl ected a 442 tonnes increase in the 
quantity of fresh product exported and a 906 tonne increase in frozen exports.

After increasing by $6.6 million to $10.8 million in 2004-05, the value of salmon exports 
declined to $8.1 million in 2005-06. These fl uctuations were driven by changes in the value 
of exports to Japan.

value of exports of edible crustaceans and molluscs [table 20]

The value of rock lobster exports, which accounted for more than half of the value of crusta-
cean and mollusc exports, increased by 11 per cent to $489 million in 2005-06. Live, fresh 
or chilled lobster exports rose by $56.5 million. The effect of this increase on total crustacean 
and mollusc export value was, however, partly offset by a $29.2 million decline in the value 
of prawn exports and a $17.5 million fall in the value of abalone exports. 

production and trade
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exports, by destination [tables 21–25]

main export markets for edible fi sheries prod-
ucts

In 2005-06 Hong Kong overtook Japan as 
Australia’s main export market for edible fi sheries 
products (fi gure L). In value, 33 per cent of 
edible fi sheries products were exported to Hong 
Kong ($396 million) and 31 per cent were 
exported to Japan ($371 million) (table 24). 

The main edible fi sheries products exported to 
Hong Kong are rock lobster and abalone. In 
2005-06, the total value of rock lobster exports 
to Hong Kong was $228 million, up 54 per cent 
from $149 million in 2004-05. The total value 
of abalone exports fell by 23 per cent to $113 

million. Together these two species accounted for 76 per cent of seafood export volume to 
Kong Hong and 86 per cent of value (table 25). 

The main products exported to Japan are tuna (whole), rock lobster, prawns and abalone 
— together these species accounted for 95 per cent of the value of edible exports to Japan 
in 2005-06. After falling by $109 million in 2004-05, the export value of whole tuna rose 
slightly in 2005-06, from $158 million to $170 million. However, the export values of rock 
lobster, prawns and other fi sh fell over the same period, resulting in a total decline in exports 
to Japan from almost $380 million in 2004-05 to $371 million in 2005-06 (table 25). 

Over the fi ve years to 2005-06 the total value of seafood exports to Japan fell by 56 per 
cent in real terms, from $839 million in 2000-01 to $371 million in 2005-06. This was driven 
largely by substantial reductions in the export volume of key products (rock lobster, prawns 
and other fi sh) and the appreciation of the Australian dollar relative to the Japanese yen, the 
effects of which were compounded by declining yen prices for key export species, particu-
larly prawns (fi gure M). For example, the yen price of prawns fell by around 28 per cent 

between 2000-01 and 2005-06. In addition, 
the Australian dollar relative to the yen appreci-
ated by 40 per cent over that period. These 
two factors resulted in the real price of prawn 
exports declining by 48 per cent over the 
period.

Rock lobster is the main edible fi sheries product 
exported to the United States, China and 
Chinese Taipei. In 2005-06 the export value of 
rock lobster to these countries was $90.8 million 
(accounting for 80 per cent of Australian edible 
exports to the United States by value), $45.5 
million (44 per cent) and $29.9 million (54 per 
cent) respectively (table 25). 

The primary export market for Australian fi nfi sh 
products are Japan (tuna and salmon) and 

production and trade

200

2005-06

400

600

800

A$m

fig L

1997
-98

2005
-06

2003
-04

2001
-02

1999
-2000

Hong Kong

United States

Japan

Chinese Taipei

China

Australian exports of edible 
fisheries products, by destination

1800

1400 50

¥/A$

60

70

80

2200

2600

¥/kg

fig M

2001
-02

2000
-01

2005
-06

2004
-05

2003
-04

2002
-03

rock lobster

exchange rate
 (¥/A$)

tuna (whole)

prawns

Japanese exchange rate and yen 
price of key export species to Japan



11australian fi sheries statistics 2006

Thailand (whiting). In 2005-06, Japan accounted for 96 per cent of the value of whole tuna 
exports (excluding canned) and 88 per cent of whole salmon exports (excluding canned). 
Over 60 per cent of the value of whole whiting exports were accounted for by Thailand. The 
majority of canned fi nfi sh exports went to New Zealand, which accounted for 69 per cent 
of the value of all canned tuna exports in 2005-06 and 90 per cent of all canned salmon 
exports (table 21). 

Hong Kong and Japan continued to be the primary markets for Australia’s exports of crusta-
cean and mollusc products in 2005-06, valued at $381 million and $188 million respectively 
(tables 22–23). Together they accounted for 60 per cent of all Australian shellfi sh (comprised 
of crustaceans and molluscs) exports. 

main export markets for nonedible fi sheries products

The principal markets for nonedible fi sheries products in 2005-06 were Hong Kong ($150 
million), Japan ($63 million) and the United States ($28 million). Other major markets for 
nonedible products included New Zealand, 
France and the United Kingdom (table 24). 

exports, by state [tables 26–28]

In terms of value, South Australia and 
Queensland are the main exporters of fi nfi sh, 
while Western Australia and South Australia 
are the main exporters of crustaceans and 
molluscs. Of the total value of edible fi sheries 
products exported in 2005-06, Western 
Australia provided 31 per cent, South 
Australia 26 per cent and Queensland 16 per 
cent (table 28). 

imports of fi sheries products 
[tables 29–38]

value of imports, by commodity
In 2005-06 the total value of Australian 
imports of fi shery products increased by $92.6 
million or 8 per cent to $1.26 billion. This value 
has been steadily rising over the past decade, 
with the value of imports in 2005-06 being 
nearly 43 per cent higher (in real terms) than in 
1996-97 (fi gure N).

Edible fi shery products, consisting of fi nfi sh, 
crustaceans and molluscs, accounted for 81 
per cent ($1.03 billion) of the gross value of 
imports. The remaining $236 million of imports 
consisted of nonedible fi sheries products such 
as pearls, fi sh meal and marine fats and oils. 
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edible fi sheries imports [tables 29–31]

The total import value of edible fi sheries products in 2005-06 increased by $69.1 million to 
$1.03 billion. This was driven mainly by higher unit values for canned fi sh and an increase 
in the volume of frozen fi sh fi llet imports. 

In 2005-06, 59 per cent ($602 million) of the total value of imports of edible fi sheries 
products were fi nfi sh products, while crustaceans and molluscs made up the remainder ($426 
million). The largest categories of edible fi nfi sh imports in value terms were frozen fi sh fi llets 
($197 million, 33 per cent of edible fi nfi sh imports) and canned fi sh ($229 million, 38 per 
cent). Crustacean and mollusc imports consisted mainly of prawns ($256 million, including 
canned), followed by calamari, squid and octopus ($63.2 million) and scallops ($30.8 
million). 

nonedible fi sheries imports [table 29]

Nonedible fi sheries products imported into Australian in 2005-06 consisted of pearls, fi sh 
meal, marine fats and oils, and ornamental fi sh. Pearls were the most valuable imports ($159 

million) followed by fi sh meal ($22 million) and 
marine fats and oils ($15.9 million). 

imports, by source [tables 32–37]

edible fi sheries products

Thailand and New Zealand continue to 
dominate as the major source of edible 
fi sheries products imported into Australia, 
together accounting for 42 per cent of total 
edible imports in 2005-06 (table 37). Imports 
from Thailand made up 26 per cent of edible 
products by value ($270 million), followed by 
16 per cent from New Zealand ($160 million). 
However, imports from Viet Nam and China 
continued to rise, accounting for 13 per cent 
($133 million) and 10 per cent ($101 million) 
respectively of the total value of edible imports 
in 2005-06.

Between 2000-01 and 2005-06 the value 
of edible fi sheries imports from Viet Nam and 
China increased by 166 per cent ($82.9 
million) and 293 per cent ($75.4 million) 
respectively (fi gure O). The main imported 
products from Viet Nam are frozen prawns 
(predominantly Vannamei prawns) valued at 
$72.3 million in 2005-06 and frozen fi sh fi llets 
(predominantly catfi sh) valued at $42.4 million 
(fi gure P). 

In 2005-06, the main products imported from 
China were frozen prawns ($29.3 million) 
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— predominantly Vannamei prawns — squid ($20.8 million) and scallops ($16.2 million) 
(fi gure Q). 

In 2005-06, nearly 63 per cent ($143 million) of Australia’s imports of canned fi sh and 20 
per cent ($7.3 million) of canned crustacean and mollusc imports were sourced from Thai-
land (tables 32, 36). New Zealand was the source of 34 per cent of Australian imports of 
fresh, chilled or frozen fi sh products ($92.1 million – table 33), 24 per cent of fresh, chilled 
and frozen molluscs ($24.6 million – table 36) and 32 per cent of canned crustaceans and 
mollusc imports ($11.4 million – table 36). Nearly a quarter of dried and salted fi sh were 
imported from Norway ($2 million – table 34), while Denmark was the source of 65 per cent 
of Australia’s smoked fi sh imports ($16.7 million – table 34). 

nonedible fi sheries products [table 37]

Australia’s imports of nonedible fi sheries products are sourced from a wide range of countries. 
In 2005-06, nearly 24 per cent of all nonedible fi sheries products were sourced from four 
countries – the United States ($18.7 million), Peru ($15.8 million), Indonesia ($11.8 million), 
and New Zealand ($9.6 million). 

employment
Employment data for the Australian fi shing industry is gathered from the population census 
survey conducted by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) every fi ve years. As the results of 
the 2006 census are not yet available, the most recent ABS employment data (2001) for the 
Australian fi shing industry are shown in table A.

The Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) has stated that ‘data collected 
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics is not disaggregated in suffi cient detail to be very useful, 
and tends to underrecord employees by allocating them to other industries such as transport 
and generalised food processing’ (FRDC 2004). 

A estimated employment in the Australian fi shing industry 
Australian Bureau of Statistics census data, August 2001

        North- Australian other
 New South   Queens- South Western Tas- ern Capital terri- Aus-
 Wales Victoria land Australia Australia mania Territory Territory tories tralia

 no. no. no. no. no. no. no. no. no. no.

marine fi shing 331 125 390 237 245 224 59 0 0 1 611
rock lobster fi shing 54 145 70 221 722 242 5 0 0 1 459
prawn fi shing 223 6 472 109 150 0 80 0 0 1 040
fi nfi sh trawling 93 26 90 40 27 9 3 0 0 288
squid jigging 3 6 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 12
line fi shing 12 6 31 26 10 3 3 0 0 91
aquaculture 926 320 592 764 601 846 166 6 0 4 221
fi sh wholesaling 1 333 856 1473 583 742 455 79 19 0 5 540
seafood processing 303 269 377 457 239 545 20 3 0 2 213
commercial fi shing, 
  undefi ned 724 311 816 459 493 249 94 6 0 3 152

Source: ABS (2002).

production and trade
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B estimated employment in the Australian fi shing industry 

 number of
 employees notes
wildcatch 
Commonwealth 2 035 Estimate for 2005-06. Average number of crew in each fi shery multiplied
  by estimated number of active vessels in each fi shery. The data do not 
  include onshore employees of fi shing businesses. 
  Source: ABARE

New South Wales na Information not available for 2005-06. 

Victoria na Information not available for 2005-06.

Queensland 2 400–2 500 Estimate of full time labor equivalents for 2005-06. 
  Source: Queensland Department of Primary Industries

South Australia 2 101 Preliminary estimate for 2005-06. 
  Source: Primary Industries and Resources South Australia

Western Australia 2 389 Preliminary estimate for 2005-06
  Source: Western Australian Department of Fisheries

Tasmania 3 892 Estimate for 2003-04. It is uncertain how many of these fi shers are full time 
  versus part time employees. Information not available for 2005-06. 
  Source: Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries and Water

Northern Territory 482 Estimate for 2005-06. It is uncertain how many of these fi shers are full time 
  versus part time employees. Information available for the mud crab fi shery 
  did not distinguish between fi shers and processing employees.
  Source: Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry, Fisheries and Mines

aquaculture  
New South Wales na Information not available.

Victoria 286 Estimate for 2005-06. This includes 170 permanent and 116 casual  
  employees.
  Source: Victorian Department of Primary Industries

Queensland 584 Estimate of full time labor equivalents for 2005-06.
  Source: Queensland Department of Primary Industries

South Australia 1614 Estimate of full time labour equivalents for 2003-04. Information not  
  available for 2005-06.
  Source: Primary Industries and Resources South Australia

Western Australia na Information not available.

Tasmania 676 Estimate for 2003-04. This includes 472 permanent and 204 casual 
  employees. Information not available for 2005-06
  Source: Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries and Water

Northern Territory 297 Estimate for 2003-04. This includes 24 permanent and 8 casual 
  employees working on barramundi farms; 16 permanent and 7 full time 
  labour equivalent employees working on prawn farms; and 242 
  employees involved in spat collection, processing, marketing and trading 
  of Northern Territory pearls. Information not available for 2005-06. 
  Source: NT DBIRD (2004).

production and trade
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To provide additional information on employment, ABARE has collected data from its fi shery 
surveys of the Commonwealth fi sheries and from the states and the Northern Territory, where 
available. To obtain information on employment in the seafood processing sector, ABARE 
also carried out a survey of the sector in January 2005. This information is presented in table 
B. Note that the differences in defi nitions of employment between states and sectors mean 
that the total number of employees cannot be estimated. 

recreational fi shing
Recently debate has increased on the allocation of fi shery resources between various user 
groups, especially commercial and recreational fi shers. The recreational fi shing sector (charter 
and private recreational) in Australia is larger and more widely dispersed than in any other 
natural resource industry that supports a prominent commercial sector (FRDC 2004). The size 
and scope of the recreational sector makes it diffi cult to collect and aggregate data on catch 
and effort at the national level. Valuation of the recreational sector is even more diffi cult because, 
unlike the value of commercial fi shing interests whose outputs are sold in markets, the value of 
recreational fi shing is often not revealed through markets. For further information on economic 
valuation techniques and resource allocation, see Hundloe (2002) and Galeano et al. (2004).

Management of recreational fi shing is the responsibility of the individual state and territory 
authorities and, as such, licensing requirements and regulations vary considerably depending 
on location, fi shing method and species targeted.

B estimated employment in the Australian fi shing industry  continued

 number of
 employees notes

processing

New South Wales 125 FT In January 2005 ABARE carried out a survey of seafood processors 
 176 PT across Australia. Of the 197 businesses found in the yellow pages, 
Victoria 82 FT 52 were contacted and found to be ineligible (that is, not or no longer a 
 210 PT seafood processor) and a further 36 businesses were unable to be 
Queensland 113 FT  contacted.
 302 PT 

South Australia 165 FT
 174 PT 

Western Australia 125 FT
 627 PT 

Tasmania 176 FT
 419 PT 

Northern Territory na There were no seafood processing businesses listed in the yellow pages 
  for the Northern Territory.

FT = full time. PT = part time. Full time labor equivalent — for example, two people employed half time is equivalent to one person employed full time.
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In New South Wales a recreational fi shing licence is required for all recreational fi shing 
activities. Size and/or bag limits apply for many species, as do restrictions on the type of 
gear and fi shing method that can be used. In Victoria an all-water recreational fi shing licence 
was introduced in 1999; however, there are a number of categories entitling an exemption to 
holding a licence. In Western Australia, recreational fi shing licences are required for abalone, 
rock lobster, marron, net fi shing and freshwater angling. Size and bag limits also apply for the 
majority of species caught. A recreational fi shing licence is necessary in Tasmania for inland 
fi shing, and for the collection of abalone and rock lobster. Seasonal closures and area and 
gear restrictions are used for many of the larger recreational fi sheries such as rock lobster, 

C available data on recreational fi shing

state/territory notes

New South Wales • no comprehensive species by species value or catch data available
www.nsw.fi sh.gov.au • logbook data containing information on catch and fi shing effort – charter boats only
 • various ad hoc economic impact and regional expenditures reports, either by  
  species or region (for example, Economic Impact of the Striped Marlin Fishery)

Victoria  • no comprehensive species by species value or catch data available
www.dip.vic.gov.au  • various ad hoc recreational fi shing surveys (for example, surveys of Victorian
  recreational rock lobster fi shery during 1996–98)

Queensland • no comprehensive species by species value data available
www.dpi.qld.gov.au • catch and effort data available from the Coastal Habitat Resources Information
  System (CHRIS), an interactive website containing information on recreational  
  species caught in Queensland

Western Australia • no comprehensive species by species value or catch data available 
www.fi sh.wa.gov.au • some information collected from charter boat / ecotour operators (for example, 
  charter revenue in terms of total dollars spent on trips)
 • estimates of catch rates and economic value generated by recreational fi shing for  
  some sectors published in Annual State of the Fisheries Report
 • various ad hoc recreational fi shing surveys (for example, a twelve month survey of  
  recreational estuarine fi shing in the South Coast bioregion of Western Australia  
  during 2002-03)

South Australia • no comprehensive species by species value or catch data available 
www.pir.sa.gov.au • comprehensive survey of recreational fi shing in South Australian undertaken in 1997

Tasmania • no comprehensive species by species value or catch data available
www.dpiw.tas.gov.au • several surveys have been funded by fees from recreational licences, including  
  assessments of the recreational rock lobster fi shery, studies of net fi shing and, most 
  recently, a survey of game fi shing in Tasmania

Northern Territory • no comprehensive species by species value or catch data available 
www.fi sheries.nt.gov.au • broadscale surveys of recreational fi shing activity in the Northern Territory was  
  undertaken in 1995, 2000 and 2001
 • the Amateur Fishermen’s Association of the Northern Territory administers a series  
  of programs through which catch and effort data are provided from several   
  recreational fi sheries
 • catch and effort data also gathered during annual fi shing tournaments.



17australian fi sheries statistics 2006

production and trade

giant crab, abalone and scallops. Queensland, South Australia and the Northern Territory do 
not require recreational fi shing licences. However, Queensland and South Australia use effort 
controls such as size limits, gear restrictions and area closures to regulate recreational catch, 
while the Northern Territory has fi sh possession limits for a number of species.

The last consistent collection of data relating to recreational fi shing was the National Recre-
ational and Indigenous Fishing Survey which was commissioned in 2000-01 (Henry and 
Lyle 2003). Commonwealth and state agencies carried out the survey in the twelve months 
to May 2001. This survey used telephone and diary survey methods to estimate the number 
of recreational fi shers in each state and the extent of their activities. Data collected included 
catch, fi shing mode and location, and expenditure data at a state level. 

A number of individual state/territory surveys have been undertaken on recreational fi shing, 
based either on species or on individual fi sheries/regions. However, because of the inconsis-
tent nature of the data collected by the states, it is not possible to present up to date aggre-
gated data on catch and value, by species and state. Details of information collected by 
states are contained in table C. Of particular note is Queensland, which has made available 
on their website an interactive database (the Coastal Habitat Resources Information System 
or CHRIS) containing information on recreational species caught in Queensland. 
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profi le of Australian fi sheries in 2006

Commonwealth a

 main 
fi shery fi shing area species method number

northern prawn Gulf of Carpentaria banana, tiger, otter trawling 83 vessels
 from Cape York to endeavour and
 Cape Londonderry king prawn

Torres Strait Torres Strait prawn, rock lobster, otter trawl, troll 415 rock 
 waters spanish, mackerel,  and dive 25 mackerel
  pearl shell, trochus  125 pearl 
  shell, and reef fi sh  77 prawn 
    179 sea
      cucumber
    110 trochus
    101 crab
    239 line
    151 net

south east trawl Commonwealth mixed fi sh species otter trawl and 118 vessels
 waters from particularly  Danish seine
 Barrenjoey Point orange roughy, ling,
 NSW, around blue grenadier,
 Tasmania to fl athead, and
 Cape Jervis SA warehou

gillnet, hook and Commonwealth mixed fi sh species demersal gillnet, 116 vessels
trap fi shery waters off south particularly pink ling, demersal longline,
 Queensland, NSW, blue eye trevalla dropline, trotline,
 Victoria, Tasmania and SA and gummy shark trap and purse seine

Great Australian Commonwealth waters deepwater fl athead, demersal otter, and 10 vessels
Bight between Cape Leeuwin orange roughy limited midwater
 WA and Kangaroo and bight redfi sh trawl
 Island SA

southern bluefi n Commonwealth waters southern bluefi n purse seining, pole and 112 vessels
tuna especially the southern tuna line, longline and
 and south eastern parts of  trolling
 the AFZ

eastern tuna Commonwealth yellowfi n, bigeye, pelagic longline, purse 283 permits
and billfi sh waters off Queensland skipjack and seine, pole, trolling,
 NSW, Victoria and albacore tuna, and rod and reel, and
 Tasmania from Cape billfi sh species handline
 York to the SA/Victoria
 border

continued...

profi le
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profi le

Commonwealth a   continued

 main 
fi shery fi shing area species method number

southern and  Commonwealth waters yellowfi n, bigeye, pole and line, purse 125 permits
western tuna and  from Cape york around skipjack and albacore seine, pelagic longline,
billfi sh northern Australia to tuna, and some billfi sh troll, rod and reel and
 the SA/Victorian border species handline

Bass Strait scallop Commonwealth waters scallop dredge 152 boat  
 off SA, Victoria    SFRs
 and Tasmania

small pelagics Commonwealth waters greenback, purse seine and 78 permits
 purse seine, midwater yellowtail and midwater trawl
 from north of the NSW/ Peruvian
 Queensland border jack mackerel
 along southern
 Australia to near Perth
 WA

southern squid Commonwealth waters arrow or gould’s jig 80 permits
 off SA, Victoria, NSW squid
 Tasmania and southern
 Queensland

sub Antarctic Heard and McDonald Patagonian toothfi sh, trawl (demersal and  3 vessels
 Islands mackerel icefi sh midwater), longlining 
   and trial pot fi shing
 Macquarie Island Patagonian toothfi sh demersal trawl 1 vessel

western Commonwealth mixed fi sh otter trawl 11 permits
deepwater trawl waters off WA species

north Commonwealth waters scampi otter trawl 7 permits
west slope off the northern parts
 of WA

Coral Sea Commonwealth waters, reef fi sh, trochus, otter trawl, hand lines, 18 permits
 from Sandy Cape to Cape lobster, aquarium fi sh, diving, seine nets
 York sea cucumber

south Tasman rise high seas adjacent to orange roughy, deepwater demersal 14 permits
 AFZ, south of Tasmania oreo dory trawling

a Number of permits and vessels before the Australian Government’s structural adjustment package.
Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; New South Wales Department of Primary Industries; Northern Territory Department of Primary 
Industries, Fisheries and Mines; Queensland Department of Primary Industries; Victoria Marine and Freshwater Resources Institute; South Australian 
Research and Development Institute; Department of Primary Industries and Resources, South Australia; Western Australian Fisheries; ABARE.
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profi le

New South Wales

fi shery species method number

abalone blacklip abalone diving 48 licence holders

rock lobster eastern rock lobster traps 151 licence holders

ocean prawn trawl eastern king, school trawling 306 licence holders
 whiting and octopus

ocean trap and line spanner crabs, snapper fi sh traps, dropline, 504 licence holders
 and bonito longline, spanner crab nets

ocean haul sea mullet, blue mackerel purse seine and haul 318 licence holders
 and yellowtail nets

ocean fi sh trawl tiger and sand fl athead, trawling 98 fi shing licences
 silver trevally and
 fi ddler ray

estuary prawn trawl school prawns, trawling 216 licence holders
 squid

estuary general sea mullet, luderick mesh and haul, nets, 685 licence holders 
 prawns and pippis hand gathering

aquaculture prawns pond culturing 12 licence holders
 yabbies ponds and farm dams 120 licence holders
 oysters rack tray and stick 360 licence holders
 silver perch pond 121 licence holders
 trout ponds and raceway 29 licence holders
 snapper ponds 12 licence holders

Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; New South Wales Department of Primary Industries; ABARE.
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profi le

Victoria

fi shery species method number

abalone greenlip, blacklip diving 71 licence holders

scallops scallops dredging 94 licence holders

bay and inlet mixed fi sh species various 97 licence holders

rock lobster southern rock lobster pots 137 licence holders
   7 235 pots

giant crab giant crab pots 37 licence holders

inshore trawl mixed fi sh species trawling 60 licence holders

ocean (general) mixed fi sh species various 307 licence holders

aquaculture a freshwater eels recirculation units and 
  cultured waters 19 licence holders
 abalone fl ow-through systems 16 licence holders
 ornamental fi sh recirculation units and ponds 7 licence holders
 mussels longlines 36 licence holders
 yabbies recirculation units, ponds 33 licence holders
  and farm dams
 salomoids (trout) recirculation units and  26 licence holders
  raceways
 warmwater fi nfi sh recirculation units, fl ow  32 licence holders
  through systems and ponds
 other  1 licence

a There were 135 licence holders with some licence holders owning multiple licences.
Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; Victoria Marine and Freshwater Resources Institute; ABARE.
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profi le

Queensland

fi shery species method number

east coast trawl tiger, banana, red spot otter trawl 442 licence holders
 king, endeavour, eastern
 king, ‘bay’ prawns, scallops,
 ‘bugs’ and trawl whiting

river and estuary trawl banana, ‘bay’ and tiger  beam 144 licence holders
 prawns

Gulf of Carpentaria barramundi, king and blue set (gill) net 87 licence holders
inshore threadfi n, tropical shark,
 grey mackerel

east coast net inshore barramundi, king and blue set (gill) net 159 licence holders
(mainly tropical) threadfi n, tropical shark,
 grey mackerel

east coast net inshore barramundi, king and blue seine and some net 426 licence holders
(mainly subtropical) threadfi n, tropical shark,
 grey mackerel, mullet,
 tailor, bream, whiting

line (handline) coral trout, red throat emperor handline 370 licence holders

line (trolling) spanish, mackerel trolling 256 licence holders

crab – estuary mud and blue swimmer pot 783 licence holders
crab – oceanic spanner crabs  222 licence holders

aquaculture a prawns pond culture 61 licence holders
 barramundi pond and cage culture 236 licence holders
 oysters rack and stick culture 121 licence holders
 redclaw ponds 317 licence holders
 silver perch ponds and tanks 145 licence holders
 eels ponds and tanks 39 licence holders
 barcoo grunter ponds and tanks 121 licence holders

a Queensland’s Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries is in the process of changing aquaculture approvals in Queensland from an 
aquaculture licence to a development approval. Some sectors have been fi nalised (prawns and oysters) while the balance are in the transition 
stage. The species listed as approvals includes both ‘transitional aquaculture licences’ and ‘development approvals’. During this process, species 
may be added to permits due to a new species grouping arrangement for licensing. In the case of freshwater fi sh, this group includes thirteen 
species (including barramundi), and once fi nalised the number of approvals for this group will increase. A similar situation will occur for barcoo 
grunter and silver perch.
Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; Queensland Department of Primary Industries;  ABARE.
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profi le

Western Australia

fi shery species method number

west coast rock western rock lobster pots 501 boats and
lobster   56 529 pots

abalone greenlip, brownlip and diving 27 licence holders
 roe’s abalone

Shark Bay prawn king, tiger and trawling 27 licence holders
 endeavour prawns,
 scallops

Exmouth prawn king, tiger and trawling 12 licence holders
 endeavour prawns

Nickol Bay prawn king and banana prawns trawling 14 licence holders

Shark Bay scallops scallops trawling 41 licence holders
   (27 prawn boats and
   14 scallop boats)

aquaculture pearls longlines
 yabbies ponds and farm dams
 marron ponds and farm dams
 mussels longlines

Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; Western Australian Fisheries; ABARE.
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profi le

South Australia

fi shery species method number

southern zone rock southern rock lobster pots 181 licence holders
lobster

northern zone rock southern rock lobster pots 68 licence holders
lobster

western zone greenlip, blacklip diving 23 licence holders
abalone abalone

southern zone greenlip, blacklip diving 6 licence holders
abalone abalone

central zone greenlip, blacklip diving 6 licence holders
abalone abalone

blue crab blue crab pots 8 licence holders

west coast prawn western king prawn trawling 3 licence holders

Spencer Gulf prawn western king prawn trawling 39 licence holders

Gulf St Vincent western king prawn trawling 10 licence holders
prawn

marine scalefi sh various fi nfi sh, netting, line fi shing, 351 licence holders
 crustaceans, molluscs handlines and traps

restricted marine various fi nfi sh, netting, line fi shing, 17 licence holders
scalefi sh crustaceans, molluscs handlines and traps

miscellaneous various fi nfi sh, crustaceans, traps, diving, etc 21 licence holders
 molluscs, worms

lakes and Coorong freshwater fi nfi sh, marine netting, line fi shing, 37 licence holders
 fi nfi sh, molluscs handlines

river fi shery freshwater fi nfi sh, netting, pots 6 licence holders
 crustaceans

aquaculture yabbies ponds and farm dams 120 licences
 marron ponds and farm dams 90 licences
 oysters contained racks and longlines 437 licences
 southern bluefi n tuna sea cages 35 licences
 barramundi ponds, dams and 
   recirculation system 33 licences
 murray cod ponds, dams and 
   recirculation system 38 licences
 abalone sea cages, contained longlines,
   contained benthic structures 101 licences
   and uncontained benthic structures
 gold and silver perch ponds, dams and recirculation system 86 licences
 scallops contained and uncontained longlines 90 licences
 yellowtail king fi sh sea cages 37 licences

Sources: Australian Fisheries Management Authority; South Australian Research and Development Institute; Department of Primary Industries and 
Resources, South Australia; ABARE.
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